
News from the Deerfield Citizen Advisory Committee     12/07/07 
 
The Deerfield School Board appointed the Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) to advise them on a future referendum dealing 
with the needs of the Deerfield Community School District. CAC members are Gary Borgrud, Patti Knapp, Laurie Steen, Eric 
Nelson, Angie Haag, Alan Mikkelson, Nathan Brown, John Polzin, Meg Tolmie, Laura Larson, Lesa Herms 
 

This week we’d like to share more about one of the issues that started the whole referendum 
discussion: the track.  Installed in 1977, it was state-of-the-art, and Deerfield was one of the first schools 
in the area to have an all-weather, 6-lane track.  

The track requires resurfacing every 7-9 years.  It has been resurfaced twice – the last time was 
10 years ago – and it’s due for another round.  The cost to resurface is about $50,000. 

Unfortunately, resurfacing might not be enough this time, because after 30 years there are several 
large cracks in the base.  The company that handled past resurfacing recently inspected the track, and 
suggested that resurfacing at this point might not be worth the $50,000, because the cracks will 
immediately open up again.   

So now the question is: Should we go to referendum, and ask the community for funds to 
resurface the track one more time for $50,000 – and hope we can keep it patched together – or ask for 
$200,000+ to replace the track? 

Of course, it’s not that simple.  There are other issues we need to consider.   
For example, if we replace the track, should it be 6-lane or 8-lane?  Most communities today 

have 8-lane tracks, including Marshall, Cambridge and Waterloo. (The Cambridge track was resurfaced in 
the fall, and Marshall will resurface theirs this coming summer.) 

What happens if we don’t replace the track?  Eventually, Deerfield won’t be allowed to continue 
hosting track meets, or even having track practices, because the facility is no longer safe. We’re told that 
during track meets, visiting coaches and athletes already are complaining about “potholes.”  

If the track isn’t replaced, what kind of ripple effect would it have? If Deerfield no longer has 
track teams or track meets, it would affect more than just the track athletes. The concession stand is a 
major fundraiser for other sports and clubs.  Girls’ softball, volleyball, boys’ baseball, music boosters, the 
community center, all these groups make $250-$500 per meet from running the concession stand. That 
doesn’t include the Deerfield Classic track meet every spring.  During that event, the concession stand 
alone makes $3,000. Now, factor in what the Lion’s Club earns by holding their chicken barbeque the 
same day as the Classic – and what local businesses make from the influx of people – and you’re looking 
at a several thousand dollar net loss to the community.  

There are still more issues to consider. For instance, if we replace the track, do we also widen the 
football field to accommodate soccer games?  When the track was put in 30 years ago, soccer wasn’t on 
the radar screen. Today, Deerfield girls and boys can play from kindergarten through high school, thanks 
to community center soccer, Glacial Drumlin United and Cambridge-Deerfield United teams. 

If we replace the track, should we upgrade the bleachers and concession stand at the same time?  
We’re not talking luxury boxes. People are thinking more along the lines of hot running water in the 
concession stand.   

These are the kinds of things we’re debating at CAC meetings. We’re trying to sort out what 
we’d like to do from what we need to do vs. what we can afford to do as a community.  

We’ll be learning more about how much these different options cost at our next meeting on 
Wednesday, December 19, 6-8 p.m. in the high school library. Please join us if you’re interested. If you 
have any questions, opinions or ideas, call any of us on the Citizen Advisory Committee or email us at 
cac@deerfield.k12.wi.us 

 
Next meeting: Wed., Dec. 19, 6-8pm in HS IMC 
Architect Facility Needs Study will be presented 


